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LAW REFORM (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS (ASBESTOS DISEASES)) BILL 2001 
Standing Orders Suspension 

MR KOBELKE (Nollamara - Leader of the House) [12.11 pm]:  I move – 

That so much of standing orders and sessional orders be suspended as would allow consideration of the 
Law Reform (Miscellaneous Provisions (Asbestos Diseases)) Bill 2001 when government business has 
precedence.  

This Bill was introduced by the member for Pilbara and the Government gave a commitment to in-principle 
support.  The Government placed its proposed amendments on the Notice Paper last week.  Hopefully, the 
legislation will proceed through this House this week and the Parliament this year.  For that reason, the 
Government has agreed to allocate government time to debate the Bill.   
MR BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington) [12.12 pm]:  The Government is again rushing legislation.  This is an 
important Bill and it should have been given priority earlier in the session.  The House will rise for the year 
tomorrow.  I do not know how late it is anticipated -  
Dr Gallop:  You have had it for months.   
Mr BRADSHAW:  Yes, and we support it in principle.  That does not mean it should be rushed.  It is just not on.  
Several other Bills have priority in the next two days, and we will be battling to get through them.  It is 
disgraceful that the Government pushed members and staff to the limit last night.  It will be extraordinarily 
difficult to get these Bills through in the stipulated time frame.  The Government should consider having the 
House sit next week to deal with some of these Bills.  
MR GRAHAM (Pilbara) [12.13 pm]:  I disagree with the Liberal Party’s spokesperson, the member for Murray-
Wellington, about the need for this legislation.  It is extremely important legislation.  The amendments 
foreshadowed by the Government do not change it in any meaningful way.  I am happy to say that I have 
consulted with all the interested parties and sought extensive legal advice.  I will support the Government’s 
amendments, because they do not change the intent of the legislation.   

This legislation is identical to the private member’s Bill that I introduced in this House more than two years ago.  
This legislation is not being rushed.  Every interested party has been consulted and members who have raised it 
with me have been briefed at length about the intent of the legislation.  As I understand it, it has the support of all 
political parties in the Parliament.  

It should simply be a matter of form for this legislation to go through.  I congratulate the Government, firstly, on 
taking it up; secondly, on making the decision to allow the legislation to go through as a private member’s Bill; 
and, thirdly and importantly, on giving up government time at a tight legislative period of the year to allow the 
passage of the legislation.  I call on all members of all political parties to cooperate and pass the legislation so 
that the victims can get their just compensation without delay.  

Question put and passed.  
 


